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Department of Energy § 1022.15

(1) Project Description. This section
shall describe the nature and purpose
of the proposed action, and shall in-
clude a map showing its location with
respect to the floodplain and/or wet-
lands. For actions located in a flood-
plain, the high hazard areas shall be
delineated and the nature and extent of
the potential hazard shall be discussed.

(2) Floodplain/Wetlands Effects. This
section shall discuss the positive and
negative, direct and indirect, and long-
and short-term effects of the proposed
action on the floodplain and/or wet-
lands. The effects of a proposed flood-
plain action on lives and property, and
on natural and beneficial floodplain
values shall be evaluated. For actions
taken in wetlands, the effects on the
survival, quality, and natural and ben-
eficial values of the wetlands shall be
evaluated.

(3) Alternatives. Alternatives to the
proposed action which may avoid ad-
verse effects and incompatible develop-
ment in the floodplain/wetlands shall
be considered, including alternate
sites, actions, and no action. Measures
that mitigate the adverse effects of ac-
tions in a floodplain or wetlands, in-
cluding but not limited to minimum
grading requirements, runoff controls,
design and construction constraints,
and protection of ecology-sensitive
areas shall be addressed.

(b) For proposed floodplain or wet-
lands actions for which an EA or EIS is
required, the floodplain/wetlands as-
sessment shall be prepared concurrent
with and included in the appropriate
NEPA document.

(c) For floodplain/wetlands actions
for which neither an EA or EIS is pre-
pared, a separate document shall be
issued as the floodplain/wetlands as-
sessment.

§ 1022.13 Applicant responsibilities.

DOE may require applicants for a
DOE permit, license, certificate, finan-
cial assistance, contract award, alloca-
tion or other entitlement to submit a
report on a proposed floodplain/wet-
lands action. The report shall contain
the information specified at § 1022.12
and shall be prepared in accordance
with the guidance contained in this
part.

§ 1022.14 Public review.
(a) For proposed floodplain/wetlands

actions for which an EIS is required,
the opportunity for early public review
will be provided through applicable
NEPA procedures. A Notice of Intent
to prepare an EIS may be used to sat-
isfy this requirement.

(b) For proposed floodplain/wetlands
actions for which no EIS is required,
DOE shall provide the opportunity for
early public review through publica-
tion of a Public Notice, which shall be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER, as
soon as practicable after a determina-
tion that a floodplain/wetlands may be
affected and at least 15 days prior to
the issuance of a statement of findings
with respect to a proposed floodplain
action. DOE shall take appropriate
steps to inform Federal, State, and
local agencies and persons or groups
known to be interested in or affected
by the proposed floodplain/wetlands ac-
tion. The Public Notice shall include a
description of the proposed action and
its location and may be incorporated
with other notices issued with respect
to the proposed action.

(c) Following publication of the Pub-
lic Notice, DOE shall allow 15 days for
public comment prior to making its de-
cision on the proposed action, except as
specified in § 1022.18(c). At the close of
the public comment period, DOE shall
reevaluate the practicability of alter-
natives to the proposed floodplain/wet-
lands action and the mitigating meas-
ures, taking into account all sub-
stantive comments received.

§ 1022.15 Notification of decision.
(a) If DOE finds that no practicable

alternative to locating in the flood-
plain/wetlands is available, consistent
with the policy set forth in E.O. 11988,
DOE shall, prior to taking action, de-
sign or modify its action in order to
minimize potential harm to or within
the floodplain/wetlands.

(b) For actions which will be located
in a floodplain, DOE shall publish a
brief (not to exceed three pages) state-
ment of findings which shall contain:

(1) A brief description of the proposed
action, including a location map;

(2) An explanation indicating why
the action is proposed to be located in
the floodplain;
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